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FROM THE EDITOR

Where has the year gone. Seems like
I'm just sitting down figuring out what
to build for the year and the year is
finished, but none of the models | had
planned to build are (though many are
close).

My thanks to all the contributors to
the magazine this year (you all know
who you are). If you do get some time
over the Christmas period, | can always
use some new contributions from new
authors.

Looking forward to seeing all those
finished models on the table this
month. From the murmurs around the

traps, sound like we should have a
good range of subjects and scales - a
good way to wrap up what seems to
have been a rather productive year for
most members.

One thing | had brought home to me
this year is that life is fragile, and not
to be taken for granted. Make sure you
take some time to relax, refresh and
rejuvenate over the break. Spend time
with family and friends (and listen to
Everybody’s Free [To Wear Sunscreen]
by Baz Luhrman).

Craig
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DECEMBER MEETING

CLUB COMPETITION AND
NORTH AFRICA THEME

As you may (or may not) know,
North Africa or Northern Africa is
the northernmost region of the
African continent, and includes
eight countries; Algeria, Egypt,
Libya, Morocco, South Sudan, Sudan,
Tunisia, and Western Sahara.

There have been numerous historical
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event s and military campaigns
throughout history in the region,
so any model that was used in the
region in any time period is eligible
for this one.

Some of the notable events include:

Tunisian Campaign of WWII
Operation Torch - Allied landings in
North Africa

El Alamein, Tobruk, Operation
Compass

Grumman F-14A Tomeat

BuNo 160403 / "AJ101"

VF-41 Black Aces, CVW-8
} {CVN-68), 1981

Libyan Sukhoi killer

19 August 1981
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Afrika Korps and Desert Rats - Monty

vs Rommel

The Long Range Desert Group

The Suez Crisis

Operation El Dorado Canyon - US
bombing of Libya in 1986

Gulf of Sidra 1981 shootdown of two
Libyan Su-22s by US Navy F-14s and
Gulf of Sidra 1989 shootdown of two
Libyan MiG-23s by US Navy F-14s
NATO air strikes against Ghaddafi.

SCRLE-MARAIL
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REVIEW

SPECIAL HOBBY 1/48 OXFORD MK.I/1l ‘COMMONWEALTH SERVICE’

By Pete Mossong

4shoBBY

Airspeed
Oxford
Mk.1/11

I have just received this latest
release from Special Hobby via my
friend Petr Buchar in Prague, and

it's a real beauty. The quality of
these Czech Republic kits improves
markedly with each new release,
and this one has to be one of the
best I've seen from the MPM/Special
Hobby group.

Moulded in a mid grey plastic, it has
very finely engraved panel lines, and
a smooth finish. The fabric surfaces
of the fin and rudder, elevators and
ailerons are well portrayed, and not
overdone.

The interior structure is moulded
into the fuselage sides, but there
are a couple of ejector pin marks
there that will require some careful
cleaning up. Most of the interior
detailing is included on the injected

sprues, the seats and control
columns being very well portrayed.
The Instrument panel is also on

the plastic sprues, and will be

well received by the PE and film
‘sandwich’” method haters, being
deeply recessed so either dry-
brushing, or decals can be used if
desired to detail it.

One big surprise is the minimum
use of resin used in this kit, only
comprising of some interior details
such as the centre control console,
the radio shelf, the exhaust mufflers
and intake trunking, and a couple of
other details including a well done
Vickers ‘K’ machine gun to be used
for the turret options.

A small PE fret provides seat belts,
engine control levers to be fitted to
the centre console, and one or two
other small detail parts including

very finely done seat mount
structures.

Unusually, the engines and wheels
that we have been accustomed to
seeing in resin from this producer are
on the injected sprues. The wheels
are very well done, but the engines
are a bit of a disappointment, being
‘soft’ in detail, having very minimal
finning for the cylinders and no push
rods! Some work required here for
those of us who are a bit ‘anal’!

The engine cowls are supplied in

two halves, with the join between
them following the panels as on the
real thing. The wheel wells are fully
‘boxed’ in with all the bulkheads
supplied. The undercarriage structure
is very finely done, and will require
some careful handling to avoid
breakage!
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The wings appear to be spot on
regarding panels and such like, but
the landing lights are just provided
as two clear discs mounted behind a
clear cover.

The bomb cell is moulded closed, but
I'm sure the super detailers will be
able to work some magic here, and
open them up.

A very clear sprue provides all

the needed ‘glassware’ required,
including the turret but this is not
used for any of the marking options
provided in this boxing, all being
Mk.1’s despite the title! A clear cover
is provided to blank off the turret
area. Note: all the parts for the turret
are provided, including the gunners
‘bicycle’ seat’ so with a change

Airspead Oxford Mi |, NZ1222/102 (Brtsky sérial NEBSS), wrobery  Aispeed. Onford M1
O Cie Hawilans 0yl OB A3 NEVY ZH0nd v disbny 1940

of markings, any of the RNZAF’s
turreted Mk.1’s can also be produced
from this kit.

Two small decal sheets are included
with two RNZAF options NZ1736, the
Red and Yellow striped Calibration
Flight example, and NZ1222 in Dark
Earth, Dark Green over Sky with
Yellow panels.

Further options are an RAAF Mk.1
from No.1 SFTS, Point Cook LW926
in Foliage Green/Earth Brown over
Yellow, and an RCAF Mk.1 from the
Central Flying School in Trenton, in
overall Yellow.

The second sheet contains all the
stencilling, and further serials.

Two paint masks are also provided,
one for the canopy, and a further

Airspeed Oxford Mk./ NZ1376 (Britsky serial NH3128), wrobeny
byf doddn na Novy Zéland v dubny 1843 Phiddien
Calibration | Rongotsl

NZ1222/102 (Britsky sarial Ne656) finmau Airspeed
c bylkAir Heatquariers
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one to mask the fuselage for the
yellow surrounds to the roundels.
Good stuff SH.

The instruction sheet comes as
several folded A4 sheetsina
pictorial style, giving notes where
needed for variations of the depicted
aircraft. Bi-lingual (Czech and
English) paint notes are given as
Gunze numbers, with paint names.

Overall, a beautiful kit, just let
down in my opinion by the engines,
and a great addition to any RNZAF
collection, as using what’s in the
box, and some changes in paint and
markings, any of the RNZAF's 299
‘Oxboxes’ can be replicated.

Alrspesd Orford Mk NZT376 (Brfich seria|NHIZ8), produced by
Airspaed Company was deivered fo New Zealand in Apal 1943 1t
muﬂwto AlrHeadquarters Caltvabon Fight ar Rongotal air
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REVIEW

Pavla 1/72 Supermarine Scimitar F.1 (3 Kits & Wing-Fold Set) By Mark Davies

Mado I Coech Republ:

Background

The Scimitar was derived from a
series of concepts and prototypes
stemming back to the years just
after WW2 ended. At this time the
British were considering, and in
fact tested, carrier-borne jets which
lacked undercarriages and belly-
landed on flexible rubber decks.

This was an attempt to keep aircraft
weights down when only relatively
low-powered jet engines were
available. Successful landings were
made on a land-based simulated
deck, but no doubt the nightmare of
deck-handling a wheel-less plane,
and the development of more
powerful engines, killed the nutty
idea off. Supermarine’s concept for
this system was to be powered by
two Avon engines, and this was a
feature that remained through all
subsequent development stages
leading to the Scimitar.

100 Scimitars were ordered in 1952,
although this was later reduced to
76. There were three prototypes,
the first of which flew in January
1956, whilst the first production
Scimitar F.1 flew a year later.
Apparently an American pilot is
said to have remarked that only the

Czech Master Resin 1/72 Scale

Photo courtesy Adrian Balch, U.K.

CMR-DS06 Supermarine Scimitar F.1
Folding wings detailing set

British could design such a powerful
and streamlined fighter that was
still subsonic! Despite conforming
to area-rule principles the Scimitar
was subsonic in level flight due to its
relatively thick wing, although in a
shallow dive it was supersonic.
From what | have read the Scimitar
was loved and loathed in roughly
equal measure. FAA pilots loved
the sheer performance and superb
climb rate after transitioning from
Seahawks, but maintenance crews
found it demanding to service, and
were forever having to deal with
copious fuel leaks when parked. The
Scimitar also had an unfortunate
attrition rate with just over half of
the production run being lost to
accidents. Some claim this was due
to it being too large an aircraft for
small British carriers, but | have also
seen this reason discounted in other
commentaries.

In its redemption the Scimitar did
introduce to the FAA swept wings,
blown flaps, supersonic dives and

a nuclear strike capability. It was in
many ways a multi-role fighter with
a superb rate of climb for interceptor
duties, a useful strike payload, and
a long-range photo-reconnaissance
capability. It could also serve as

a tanker. Despite some problems
the Scimitar’s performance was

a huge leap forward compared to
the Seahawk it replaced, and it’s
capabilities were well-rounded

and flexible; always an important
consideration for carrier aircraft.
The Scimitar lacked intercept radar
however, and so the interceptor

role was primarily performed by the
Sea Vixen. Much of its strike role,
including nuclear, was assumed by
the Buccaneer once it came into
service. In fact it the Scimitar was

to serve as a tanker for the early
Buccaneers because they lacked the
power to take off with adequate fuel
and a full weapons load.

The Scimitar served from 1958 until
1969, and so was the last in a line of
Supermarine designs to see service.
Previous 1/72 Scimitar kits

I'm aware of four previous Scimitar
kits to 1/72 scale. Skybirds released

a limited-run injected multi-media
kit with PE, white metal, plastic-

card and resin parts. Magna Models
released an all-resin kit, as did CMR
quite some time ago before they

had obtained all of the research
material used for their latest Scimitar
kits (It is now rather dated and not
as accurate as their latest Scimitar
kits.). I should think that all three kits
would be rarities now and mainly
confined to the second-hand market.
Xtrakit’s relatively recent limited-
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run kit manufactured by the MPM
group is in most outline respects
very similar to CMR’s old resin kit,
although of course it is made of
styrene.

The New CMR Kits

The latest Supermarine Scimitar
releases by CMR are completely new
toolings and have no relationship to
their earlier kit, CMR-126. They are
typical of CMR’s products for the last
few years in that they are multi-
media offerings with highly detailed
resin airframes, clear vac-form
canopies, complimented by plain and
pre-coloured PE, plus pre-cut paint
masks. The masks and PE are made
by Eduard for CMR.

A fairly large and very sturdy
top-opening box contains all of
the above medis, plus two sheets
of water-slide decals and several
sheets of Ag-sized paper. A small

sheet of paper is included to
acknowledge the assistance of
several Scimitar experts, as well as
the key references used. Included is
a special thanks to Andy White who
was also a key figure in the research
associated with CMR’s Buccaneer
kits several years aqgo. It's worth
focusing on the paperwork first as
this really serves to underpin just
how thoroughly researched these
kits are.

Instructions etc

As you'd expect the instructions
contain a parts map, but what is
immediately apparent is just how
crisp and well drawn the graphics
are. This becomes more obvious
as you move on to view the
assembly diagrams. In fact I'd rate
the constructional diagrams some
of the best instructional graphics
I've seen, mainstream kit brands
included. Instructions are in English,

Example of CMR resin & coloured PE seats.
These are from their 1/72
Jet Provost (CMR-192)

and generally confine themselves to
colour call-outs and simple clarifying
statements where diagrams alone
will not suffice. Where appropriate
notes indentify features specific to
the colour schemes offered with

the kits. The colour scheme guides
are black & white shaded diagrams.
They are replete with numerous
stencil locations in addition to major
national and unit markings. Whilst
clearly printed I think some, like me,
might wish to enlarge the markings
guide applicable to their selected
colour scheme when decaling time
comes around. Colour call-outs

use standard British military colour
names and cross-referenced to FS-
5o5 numbers.

There is an additional page that
relates the colour schemes options
to photographically verified payloads
that each aircraft was observed
carrying at the time it wore the
markings offered by the kit. Of

SCALE-MAIL 8
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course it’s likely that other weapons
would have been carried as well
with the same markings, but for
purists it does serve to give advice
on a 100% authentic payload for
the markings they choose. A further
page with each kit goes on to give a
painting and stenciling guidance for
payloads and their pylons, and again
these are cross-referenced to the
markings options.

Yet more pages, 5 Yz in fact, provide
in-service photographic images

of the aircraft represented by the
kit markings, and various walk-
around details. Each is numbered
and cross-referenced to captions
listing aircraft number, place and
date. In the case of the walk-around
images the captions explain what

is being illustrated and have a note
to the applicable assembly diagram
number in the instructions.

Kit Contents

The kit parts are packed in CMR’s
usual heat sealed plastic pouches
which separate the various resin
parts broadly by size and fragility. PE

parts, paint masks and canopies are
further sealed and protected, as are
the decals. Then the whole kit and
paper-work are then sealed in an all-
encompassing bag. So there’s no real
chance of anything going missing
until the kit is unpacked. However

| do advise care when opening the
pouches containing resin, just in case
some small parts have broken off
their casting blocks or have been
damaged.

The resin parts are castin green
resin, with the exception of the
undercarriage legs which are black.
CMR changed to this green resin
recently as it reveals fine detail
better than their previous cream-
coloured resin. Casting blocks
have thin attachment points and
will be easily removed, leaving
only minimal cleanup afterwards.
Detail levels are superb, with some
incredibly fine casting. | only noticed
one very small flaw when perusing
all of the kit parts, and that was

a tiny bubble in one of the flaps,
although it was fully skinned and
should not cause any problems.
Bubbles, pin-holes and the like are

such a rarity now with top quality
resin kits such as CMR’s that frankly
I'm surprised when | do find any.
The undercarriage is castin a
stronger black resin common to
most weight bearing pasts in CMR
kits. The trade-off is that this resin
sometimes has a little flash to be
cleaned away. The regular and colour
PE frets are produced to Eduard’s
usual high standards, as is the

paint mask. Two vac-form canopies
are provided, meaning you get to
practice cutting it out or have an
insurance copy depending on how
you look at it. The canopies are very
clear and well formed.

Common Kit Features

All three kits share a majority of
common airframe parts, so the
following observations apply equally
to each.

Before commencing assembly it
really is worthwhile deciding which
markings option you wish to build
and becoming familiar with any
related parts and detail painting
options that apply to it. Most choices

ILE-MMAIL 10




seem to be related to payloads

and their pylons, but there are also
different wheel types ((MR-221 &
222) and painting options that need
to be attended to during assembly.

The resin ejector seat has nice frame,

pack and cushion detail, and this is
garnished with various coloured PE
harnesses and straps, along with
two back & yellow firing handles. |
have completed similar seats for my
CMR Jet Provost, and can attest that
the finished result of this resin and
coloured PE combo is very pleasing
(see accompanying image of my
Provost seats). The seat is sits in a
resin cockpit tub with fine switch
detail that is further enhanced by PE
throttles and rudder pedals. A very
convincing multi-piece coloured PE
instrument panel attaches to the
resin forward cockpit coaming, and
should look fantastic.

The fuselage halves need to be
fitted out with the cockpit and a few
other items before being joined.
These include a detailed arrestor
hook compartment, nose and main
wheel wells and engine intakes.

The arrestor hook compartment

has the internal structure nicely
cast, and is further enhanced with
PE detailing. A substantial looking
arrestor hook and extended tail-
bumper with its piston are in resin.
The nose wheel well is very
convincing, with extensive structural
detailing and a fairly complex roof
shape. The main wheel wells within
the fuselage will be barely seen
because they are enclosed by their
large doors. The only purpose of the
wells that | can see is to blank off
being able to see through the tiny
gap that exists where the closed
main wheel door meets the smaller
open part in the main undercarriage
bay in the wing.

The resin engine intakes are very
nicely cast and include delicately
detailed compressor faces. There
are boundary layer control plates
consisting of three PE parts. These
need to be carefully bent, in
particular the finned plate supports
which must be turned through 9o
degrees. The finished result should

look excellent in terms of scale
refinement.

The instructions mention the need
to add weight to ensure the model
sits on all three wheels, but not
how much. | would do some taped
assembly of major components to
test where the model’s centre of
gravity is to determine how much
ballast is needed.

The instructions show the jet
exhausts with their nicely detail
turbine faces being installed before
the fuselage halves are joined,
although they are inserted from the
outside. If you see an advantage

in installing them later (perhaps
using the engine cavities to receive
a dowel to assist with handling and
painting) then I think they could be
left out of this stage of construction.
However if you do this | suggest
making some supports inside the
fuselage for the tubes to assist their
location when they are inserted later
on.

SERLE-MAIIL 11




Once the fuselage halves are
together it only takes the addition
of four parts (wings, fin and tail-
plane) before you can grant yourself
permission to make aeroplane
noises and take a quick flight around
the modeling bench. The wings are
one-piece but without flaps. They
only need a thin casting skin over
the flaps area to be removed and the
wing root mating edge to be cleaned
up before joining to the fuselage.
The flaps are very authentic, with
thin side section that fit into rebated
areas in the wing undersurface. The
instructions show that the flaps
should either be fitted closed or
extended at 45 degrees, in which
case their resin actuating pistons
will need o be fitted. The detailed
undercarriage bay is cast integrally
as you'd expect. The fin and tail-
plane need to be removed from thin
casting blocks, and the instructions
indicate the correct angle of
anhedral should the resin part need
tweaking at all.

The undercarriage legs may need a
little bit of very fine translucent flash

removed as this seems to be a bi-
product associated with this stronger
type of resin. The wheels are nicely
cast, and in the case of C(MR-221 &
222 there is a choice of early and
later style wheels. The main legs
have PE scissor-links and brake lines.
Delicate and detailed undercarriage
doors finish this are of the model off.
One very noticeable feature of

the fuselage’s external detail is

the internal structure around the
engine exhausts where the petal
air-brakes open. Although usually
closed | can see many modelers
choosing to model these petal-type
brakes open, There are six of them,
each made from two PE pieces,

and will make for an unusual and
highly detailed area of the model
(see accompanying image of the
real thing viewed from the rear) .

I think that modeling them open
may also be an easier option than
achieving a precise fit with three
slightly curved PE air-brakes on each
side, and | wondered why CMR did
not provide some closed brakes in
resin to simplify the closed option.

| contacted CMR to ask why only PE

brakes? CMR explained that closed
resin brakes had been considered,
but several Czech modelers who
completed pre-production Scimitar
builds for them indicated that only
PE brakes were needed, as a good
closed fit was easier to achieve than
appearances might suggest.

All that is left airframe assembly-
wise is to cut out and fit the canopy
which has a resin insert in the

part behind the seat. Many will be
tempted to have the canopy open to
show off the highly detailed cockpit,
but such is its clarity that little will
be lost if the canopy is left closed.
There are of course one or two small
detail parts like a pitot on the port
wing and a spine blade antenna to
add.

Some markings options offered with
CMR-221 & 222 also make use of the
nose-mounted refueling probe, and
this part is common to all three kits,
and in some cases under-fuselage
air scoops are to be removed.
CMR-222 (Photo-Reconnaissance)

CMR-224 Early Production Version

apunf noye.nfynoa pesifed G

GAEE, Waapans Fght, West Freugn, 1961
74, 70 Ooscnar 3951 )
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CMR-222 has some additional camera
ports made from clear resin and the
fit into holes that must be opened
in the nose (these holes are skinned
over and common to all three kits).
There is also a large clear nose

cone to represent the Harley light
fitted to some machines used to
simulate attacks against warships
(it makes the attacking plane more
visible when viewed head-on). This
replaces the tip of the solid nose.

Payload Options

Wheel choices, recon-nose and
Harley light aside, the area that the
three kits really differ is in their
payload options and their associated
under-wing pylons. In fact it is here
that careful attention needs to be
paid to the instructions to ensure
the correct stores are matched to
correct type of pylon and in the
right location. The instructions also
advise that many Scimitar stores
were handed, and accordingly give
direction on this aspect for applying
stencil decals, as most stencils
were intended for viewing when
looking from the wingtip toward
the fuselage. Because of the variety
of payloads there are no locating
holes for pylons, but the instructions
do indicate their locations in a plan
view. The instructions also advise
placing under-wing code number
decals before fitting the pylons.
The resin weapons and other
payloads are all well cast with some
very fine practice bomb racks. The
Sidewinder missiles consist of resin
fuselages and have PE fins. A handy
PE alignment tool is provided to
assist with fixing the fins, but it’s
fair to say that this will be fiddly
and some real care will be needed
with a total of 12 PE parts per
missile. However | think some very
worthwhile scale finesse should
result. Payload options for each kit
are as follows:
CMR-221 Supermarine Scimitar F.1:

Early-Style’ Mod.5003 Weapons
Pylons

Drop Tank Mod.5o72 Weapons
Pylons

Mod.5072 Weapons Pylons +
Adaptor for: 1,000lb Bomb

200-Gallon Drop Tanks

150-Gallon Drop Tank

AIM-9B ‘Sidewinder’ Air-to-Air

Missile

Sidewinder (Aero 3B) Launcher +
Adaptor Rail

25lb. A.P. No.2, Mk.1 Shot, 3-inch
‘Unguided’ Rocket Projectiles

12lb. Shot, 3-inch ‘Unguided’
Rocket Projectiles

Mk.12, Type 3, Rocket Projectile
Installation

2,000lb Practice (Inert) Store /
'Red Beard’, 15kT ‘Target Marker
Bomb’ Thermo-Nuclear Weapon

1,000lb H.E.M.C. Mk.6, ‘Freefall’
Bombs / 1,000lb. H.E.S. ‘Freefall’
Practice Bombs

25lb Twin Bomb Carriers

25lb No.2, Mk .1, Practice Bombs

CMR-222 Supermarine Scimitar F.1
(Photo-Reconnaissance):

Drop Tank Mod.5072 Weapons
Pylons

200-Gallon Drop Tanks

150-Gallon Drop Tanks

100-Gallon Drop Tanks

Mk.zo0 HDU Flight Re-Fuelling Pod

Martin Marietta Bullpup ASM-

N-7A/AGM-12B ‘Bullpup-A’, Air-to-
Surface Guided Missiles

Bullpup (Aero 5A) Launcher +
Adaptor Rails

Sidewinder Mk.1A /AIM-gB, Air-to-
Air Missiles

Sidewinder (Aero 3B) Launcher +
Adaptor Rails

Sidewinder Training Rounds

25lb Twin Bomb Carriers

25lb No.2, Mk.1, Practice Bombs

Camera Pod

CMR-224 Supermarine Scimitar F.1
(Early Production):

Early-Style Mod.5003 Weapons
Pylons

Drop Tank Mod.5004 Weapons
Pylons

Drop Tank Mod.5072 Weapons
Pylons
200-Imp. Gallon Drop Tanks

150-Imp. Gallon Drop Tanks

Palouste Portable Air Starter

Twin Bomblet Carriers

25lb Practice Bomblets

28Ib Practice Bomblets

Colours & Markings

Scimitar models can be finished in

a variety of schemes, provided that
they have Extra Dark Sea Grey upper
surfaces and white undersides; that

is unless you opt for the overall
pale roundel blue with white fin
option offered with CMR-224. This
special scheme was applied to
Scimitar XD229 serving with the
RAE Weapons Flight in 1964/65,
and had black leading edges to all
flying surfaces and a black anti-glare
panel. Fortunately, in my opinion
at least, the FAA's Extra Dark Sea
Grey over white scheme is a smart
one, especially when brightened up
with roundel, aircraft numbers, unit
codes and sometimes colourful tail
markings.
The painting and markings guides
provide colour call outs using the
colour name and equivalent FS-595
number. In some cases they also
indicate the degree of gloss finish
applicable to the machines (some
were completed in polyurethane
paints imparting a very high gloss
finish). Also in some cases an
indication as to how dirty panel lines
were is mentioned
CMR provides a good selection of
markings options with each kit, and
these are detailed below:
CMR-221 Supermarine Scimitar F.1:
XD243 — “190/R’, No.8o7
Squadron, R.N.A.S. Lossiemouth,
1958
XD234 — "147/V’, No.803
Squadron, H.M.S. Victorious, 1959
XD215 — “150/V’, No.803
Squadron, H.M.S. Victorious, 1961
XD215 — “150/H’, No.803
Squadron, H.M.S. Hermes, 1962
XD248 — "190/C’, No.807
Squadron, H.M.S. Centaur, 1962
XD220 — ‘618’, No.736 Squadron,
R.N.A.S. Lossiemouth 1965
XD324 — 158/R’, No.803
Squadron, H.M.S. Ark Royal, 1965
XD324 —‘033/R’, No.803
Squadron, H.M.S. Ark Royal, 1966

CMR-222 Supermarine Scimitar F.1
(Photo-Reconnaissance):

XD323 — "162/H’, No.8o4
Squadron, H.M.S. Hermes, 1961

XD268 — “156/V’, ex-No.803
Squadron, *A&GAEE, Weapons Flight,
West Freugh, 1961

XD317 — “112/R’, No.80o
Squadron, H.M.S. Ark Royal, 1963

XD318 — ‘154/H’, No.803
Squadron, H.M.S. Hermes, 1963

XD275 — ‘117/F’, No.80oB Flight,
H.M.S. Eagle, 1966




Made in Czech Republic

Armwork by JUANITA FRANZ| fAERQ ILLUSTRATIONS

R
T

Made in Czech Republic

ol " .

Czech Master Resin 1/72 Scale Artwork by JUANITA FRANZI / AERO ILLUSTRATIONS
CMR222 Supermarine Scimitar F.1
"Camera/Photo-Reconnaissance” version

Czech Master Resin 1/72 scale
No.224 Supermarine Scimitar F.1 Artwork by JUAITA FRANZI { AERO ILLUSTRATIONS
"Early Production" version

SCRLE-MRAIL 14



XD317 — Airwork Fleet
Requirements Unit, Hurn, November
1966

XD317 — ‘033’, Airwork Fleet
Requirements Unit, Hurn, November
1967

XD317 — ‘833’, Airwork Fleet
Requirements Unit, Hurn, May 1969

CMR-224 Supermarine Scimitar F.1
(Early Production):

XD218 — 7th Production aircraft,
SBAC Show, Farnborough, September
1957

XD230 — ‘805/FD’, No.700X
Squadron, Scimitar Intensive Flying
Trials Unit, R.N.A.S. Ford, 1958

XD231 — ‘152/V’, No.803
Squadron, R.N.A.S. Ford, August 1958

XD229 — 18th Production aircraft,
Vickers-Armstrong, Wisley, 1960

XD229 — Royal Aircraft
Establishment (RAE) Weapons Flight,
West Freugh, 1964/65

The decals look to be very good
quality, with good registration, and
my prior experience using CMR's
decals would suggest good colour
density as well.

CMR-DS06 Wing-Fold Set

Much interest can be added to a
naval aircraft model when the option
of folding wings is available. Some
modelers also like the fact that like
the real aircraft a model with folded
wings needs less space. With this in
mind CMR has provided a separate
wing-fold set. Obviously a separate
wing-fold set serves to keep the cost
of the standard Scimitar kits lower
than would be the case if these extra
parts were included as standard. The
set may also perhaps be adaptable

to the Xtrakit injected offering for
those who feel so inclined.
Packaged in a small sturdy top-
opening box, the parts are packaged
in CMR’s standard manner. The
instructions provide a parts map,
excellent graphics, and close-up
photo images of the real wing-fold
which are keyed to the PE parts
numbers. Colour call-outs use British
names and are cross-referenced FS-
595. Two A-4 pages of colour images
of Scimitars with their wings folded
are also provided.

As expected the wings are in four
resin parts (flaps are cast with the
wings in their up position, unlike for
the aircraft kits), with the internal
detail of the fold mechanism nicely
captured. A plain PE fret provides
additional detail in the form of
internal plumbing, the piping hinges,
a section of the upper wing skin

SERLE-MAIL 15
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XD220 XD243
XD220 XD243
XD324 XD248
XD324 XD248
XD234XD2I5 .

that folds over the hinge area, and
wing stays. Some may prefer to use
the PE wing stays as a pattern for
slightly thicker more 3-dimensional
parts. However | think most will stick
with the rather complex PE piping
loom, although no doubt there will
be some really skilled and patient
builders who elect to use this as a
pattern from pipes fabricated from
wire.

The standard of the resin and PE
parts the same as for the three
Scimitar kits - superb.

Conclusion

These three Scimitar F.1 kits are
fine examples of just how good
resin multimedia kits can be. CMR
in particular obviously undertakes
considerable research using wide
ranging network of people who
volunteer their expertise to ensure
a very detailed and accurate kit

CMR-222
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results. The quality of packaging,
instructional graphics and additional
information is excellent, and both

adds to the enjoyment of the kit, and

hopefully the finished results. Resin
kit manufacture is a very labour-
intensive undertaking, and the
nature of the multi-media contents
means that these types of kits will
never be at the bargain-basement
end of the modeling budget. But if
you want one of what are surely the
definitive Supermarine Scimitar F.1
kits, and I'm allowing for the very
good Dynavctor 1/48 vac-form when
| write this, then look no further than
these new-tool kits from CMR.

At first | thought these kits looked
almost as complex as CMR’s earlier
Buccaneer offerings, but in fact if
you ignore all of the weapons parts
they have a fairly low resin parts
count, and appear to be surprisingly
straightforward to build. There will
undoubtedly be some who will
curse during some fiddly moments
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where the use of PE, which whilst
ensuring scale finesse will be quite
challenging for some. As it stands
you will need to be fairly competent
with PE when dealing with air-intake
boundary control layer plates, the
curved air-brakes and Sidewinder
fins.

These are superb kits that represent
a giant leap forward from all
previous Scimitar kits. Of course

the much cheaper Xtrakit injected
offering will continue to be bought,
but for those who want real
accuracy, superb detail, scale finesse
and a wide range of payloads these
kits offer a one-stop solution. And

if having folded wings appeals then
you can purchase the wing-fold set
as an additional item.

It should come as no surprise that |
highly recommend these kits.
Thanks to CMR Models for the
review sample.




REVIEW

Platz 1/72 RQ-4N Global Hawk By Mark Davies

Background

The RQ-4N is a navalised variant

of the RQ-4B employed by the
USAF. The USN intends to use an
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) as
the platform for the BAMS suite of
maritime surveillance sensors and
communications systems. (BAMS
stands for Broad Area Maritime
Surveillance).

To quote Defense Update, Northrop
Grumman's...

"RQ-4N's multi-mission maritime
ISR system will support a variety

of missions while operating
independently or in direct
collaboration with other maritime
surveillance assets such as the
new Boeing P-8 Poseidon. The
new UAS will be able to provide

a continuous on-station presence
while conducting open-ocean and
littoral surveillance of targets. When
operational, BAMS will play a key
role in providing commanders with
a persistent, reliable picture of
surface threats, covering vast areas
of open-ocean and littoral regions,
minimizing the need to utilize
other manned assets to execute

surveillance and reconnaissance
tasks.”

Two RQ-4B’s were used for trials
by the USN, and | believe one was
modified to RQ-4N standards. There
are some differences in the bulges
on the fuselage underside due to
the RQ-4N’s different sensor fit
compared to the RQ-4B. The RQ-4N
was renamed MQ-4C in 2010. The
first MQ-4C is expected to rollout in
spring 2012, and be operational by
2015.

The Kit

The Platz RQ-4B and RQ-4N differ
only in the fuselage underside and
aradome or two. A good review of
the RQ-4B by Brett Green is available
online at Hyperscale. For this reason
I shall keep this review shorter than
usual and address only the RQ-4N
aspects. Markings aside, the only
difference between the kits is the
sprue with the fuselage underside
for the RQ-4N.

When first examining this kit |
was pleased that it offered some
interesting in even colourful

markings options. However after
looking into the background of

the RQ-4N I realised that these
schemes are all of the “What If”
variety. This is because the RQ-4N
(now MQ-4C) is not in service yet.
The decals however look to be very
good quality, include stencils for
the airframe, and are printed by
Cartograf.

Nowhere on the box is the buyer
advised that all markings are for
speculative or imaginary colour
schemes. Personally I think such an
omission is misleading, as there will
be many modellers who assume that
the kit has authentic colour schemes.
| feel that the box art should make
clear that the kit has “What If”
markings.

I can understand the commercial
opportunity Platz has to offer as
many Global Hawk versions as it
can, even if they are speculative.
Plus they will have another chance
at additional releases as various
versions like the MQ-4C come in
years to come. But an RQ-4n (MQ-
4c) release in 2011 may be viewed
as premature by some, not just in
terms of markings, but also the final
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configuration as conceivably things
like sensor fairings could change
before production. This speculation
aside, it's a pity that markings for
the two trial Global Hawks are not
included so that an authentic USN
model could then be completed. |
would have been happier for the kit
to include the RQ-4B underside as
well plus some authentic markings
so there remained the option of
building an in-service Global Hawk.

Conclusion

This is a very nice kit and that can
be expected to build in the same

166509

way as the RQ-4B reviewed by Brett
Green.

This release is to some degree an
understandable pitch by Platz for
additional sales by exploiting their
RQ-4B Global Hawk tooling. However
it is also possibly premature because
the MQ-4C (RQ-4N) does not rollout
until next year, and is not expected
to be in service until 2015.

The absence of authentic markings
for the trial RQ-4N’s is a pity. “What
If” markings would be ok if the
buyer is clearly warned about

them on the box prior to purchase,
but in this case they are not. |

feel this is a misleading practice,

166 1234455667890
166 1234455667890
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and kit manufacturers should be
discouraged from doing it.

With the above in mind | recommend
holding off buying this RQ-4N kit
until the MQ-4C is in production

and Platz issue an accurate kit with
in-service markings. Meanwhile |
recommend buying the Platz RQ-4B
with authentic markings if you want
a Global Hawk model.

Thanks to Platz Hobby for the review
sample
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CLASSIFIED

Stash ‘n’ Stuff
Need to BUY, SELL or SWAP stuff?
Place an ad for it.

Send Craig your message and he’ll drop it in here for you. Ask for what you want,
include your name, contact phone number, email address and a photo if it helps.

Email your message to;
vmfa451@xtra.co.nz

Wanted to buy

Paragon Design

Resin

1/48 scale

OV -10D Bronco Cockpit Conversion
set

contact: Graeme
rgmanson@hotmail.com

Mob: 021 901 879

SCEARLE-MAIL 19
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Peter’s 1/48 FAA Grumman Avenger Rob’s 1/48 Macchi C.200
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1/48 Tamiya P-47

1/72 Sea Fury Rob’s 1/48 LA-5

Robin’s 1/350 Grumman Avenger (yes, that scale is right!) John's 1/72 armour vignettes

SCALE-MAIL 21
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SIGN OFF
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Ist Place
Cliss: 47

Ny el rich AIrcrafy

IPMS NATIONALS 2011

Peter Vanderschaff's 1/48
Grumman Goose

Best New Zealand Aircraft

2011 IPMS New Zealand Nationals.
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