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NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 16th June 2020 

Freemans Bay Community Hall, 
FuncƟon room 
52 Hepburn Street, Ponsonby  

COMMITTEE  
Chairman - Craig Sargent John Watkins  

Secretary -  Brett Peacock Lance Whitford 

Treasurer -  Mark Robson  

  

EDITOR: Lance Whitford 
  e:  lancewhitford@hotmail.com 

WEBMASTER: Robert Willis 

  e: jaxbw@orcon.net.nz 

EMAIL: ipmsauckland@gmail.com 
  
WEB: ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com 
 
YAHOO: 
 groups.yahoo.com/group/ipmsauckland 
 
FACEBOOK: 
      Link from the IPMS Auckland Website 

 
It seems like ages ago since we able to hold a normal meeting 
but as of this month it’s business as usual at the normal time 
and normal venue. We will hold our belated 2020 AGM  and 
once business has concluded with that we have a pub quiz 
planned.  

The committee are currently investigating the feasibility of hold-
ing the nationals as planned this year. A while ago it seemed to 
be too risky a prospect and that it would potentially be unlikely 
to be well patronised. With the change of rules in level one all 
that has changed. Also some noticed during the lockdown peri-
od that there was a small surge in interest in the hobby as peo-
ple looked to find different ways to amuse themselves during 
isolation. There were some who were returning to plastic mod-
elling after many years and some who were keen to try it for the 
first time. By holding the nationals  we can promote the hobby 
and may be able to capitalise on the current levels of interest in 
terms of attracting new members. 

In the mean time we look forward to seeing the fruits of your 
labour on the table at the meeting.  
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BULLETIN BOARD 
NEW MEMBERS AND SUBS  ******  2020/21 NOW DUE ******

Subs for 2020/21 now due - see below for club account details or see the club secretary  

  

IPMS BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 

03 0162 0012960 00 

Please add your name and details 
so we know who has paid! 

Membership 
Type 

Description Cost 

Full Living in the Auckland Metropolitan Area NZ$45 

Out Of Town Living 75km or more from central Auckland  NZ$30 

Junior Same rights as full membership for those under 16 NZ$25 

EVENTS 
CLUB NIGHT EVENTS 
IPMS Auckland Meet on the 3rd 
Tuesday of every Month at the 
Freemans Bay Community Hall, 
52 Hepburn Street, Freemans 
Bay, Ponsonby 
 
 
 
 

 

MODELLING EVENTS 
 
 

Watch this space! 
 

June  AGM and Pub quiz  

 

Note our new meeting  
tme is 8pm 
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BLLETIN BOARD 
 
 

  

 
The following retailers have 
kindly agreed to offer IPMS 
Auckland club members a 
discount on their purchases 
upon presentation of their 
current IPMS Auckland Mem-
bership card.  
The discount only applies on 
selected product lines and 
remains at the discretion of 
the retailer. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ModelAir 
349 Dominion Road  
Mount Eden 
Auckland  
p: 09 520 1236 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Stoker Models 
Cnr Market Rd & Gt South Rd 
Auckland  
p: 09 520 1737 
10% on kits and modelling 
supplies 

 
 
 
 
 
TOYWORLD 
Toyworld Henderson  
56 Railside Rd, Henderson 
Toyworld Westgate   
1 Fernhill Dve, Westgate 
 
15% Off the normal retail 
price on:  
- All models and modeling 
accessories 
- All Hornby 
- All Siku 
- All Schleich & Collecta 
figures and accessories 
- All Meccano 
- Lego (Excludes Lego 
Mindstorm’s they will be 
10% if available as most 
have already been preor-
dered) 
  
(Note: not in conjunction 
with any other promotion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merv Smith Hobbies 
 
27 Davis Crescent 
Newmarket 
Auckland 
 
10% off most items on 
presentation of IPMS Auck-
land Membership Card.   
 
 
 
 
 
Avetek Limited 
 
Gwyn and Christina Avenell 
28 Lauren Grove, RD 2, Pa-
pakura,  
Auckland 2582, New Zea-
land. 
p: +64 (09) 298 4819,  
m: +64 (0)27 343 2290 
e: aveteknz@gmail.com 
www.avetek.co.nz 
New Zealand Master Agents 
for: 
Auszac ECO Balsa • Bob 
Smith Industries - Cy-
anoacrylates and Epoxies • 
Airsail International Kitsets 
 

CLUB SUPPORT 

BULLETIN BOARD
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SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE Mk I IN RAF SERVICE - 1936 TO 
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 

(WINGLEADER PHOTO ARCHIVE NUMBER 1) 
Book review by Pete M. 

Hot off the press is this new photo archive book from Wingleader Publications in the UK. I re-
ceived my copy this week and after a quick flick through it, I would highly recommend it for any-
one planning a Spitfire Mk. I build, or for any aviation fan who likes to keep an updated library. 
 
 From the publisher's preface:  
An introduction to the NEW Wingleader Photo Archive Series. 
 
 For quite a few years, Simon Parry and Mark Postlethwaite have been building up a huge 
library of original WWII aviation photos, partly as a hobby but mainly to help provide pho-
tos for the books that they publish.  With over 30,000 now in the collection, they realised 
that they had more than enough to produce a series of photo books on individual aircraft 
types and sub-types.   
 
They set out to make the series as ideally suited to modellers and artists as possible, so 
large photos, using A4 landscape format, and minimal text except for extended cap-
tions.  Effectively their aim is to produce a 21st Century version of the Profile Publications 
series of books from the 1960s, using the latest technology to reproduce their wartime 
photos to the highest standard possible. 
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This series is unique in that it will be able to provide large format ORIGINAL photos up to 
full A4 landscape format width, which is at least 50% larger than any standard book can 
deliver.  Combined with the specialist knowledge of a team of historians and contributors, 
each book should provide unbeatable and accurate references for any modelling or paint-
ing project. 
"We chose the Spitfire Mk.I for the first book as, surprisingly, hardly any book has been 
solely devoted to the MkI.  During the research for the project, we studied dozens of pub-
lished Spitfire MkI modelling articles and found that nearly all of them were wrong, with 
the same mistakes repeated over and over again.  As with our Battle of Britain Combat Ar-
chive series, we have gone back to source material for these books and studied original 
documents and period photos, and not relied on restored aircraft or modern books." 
 
This book contains approx 130 original wartime/pre-war photos and 6 in-depth profiles 
with side-views plus and top and underside views. 
 
In my humble opinion, this book well covers what the publishers have set out to do as per their 
objective and gives a very comprehensive profile of the Mk.I from the prototype K5054 through to 
the introduction of the Mk.II. Throughout the book they cover all the variations made to the air-
frames and the evolution of markings and schemes applied to the Mk.I's from the prototype until 
the end of the Battle of Britain when they were beginning to be phased out of front line service. 

Crisp clear photos are used to illustrate the changes and comprehensive notes are given to sup-
port them. The A4 landscape format allows this to a far greater extent than usual so one gets a 
greater appreciation of them. 
 
Colour plates come with notes for modellers showing the stand out points of each, and these are 
backed up by a photo of the actual airframe being shown. 
  



 

Page 6 

Sections cover the prototype K5054, the entry into service beginning with No.19 and No.66 
Squadron, one page covering the 'Speed Spitfire', The early wartime period from October 1939 
to June 1940 showing changes in the markings and colours. 
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the addition of armour and pilot protection: 

a page covering the 'gas' warning markings:  
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Two great pages cover the evolution of the Mk.I with comprehensive notes to show these and a 
section covering Dunkirk (and of course, an illustration of Al Deere's N3180 KL-B Kiwi) noting the 
No.54 Squadron aircraft using the metal Rotol prop and blunt spinner, and being the first to have 
the TR1133 VHF radios so no aerial wire. 
 
The next and largest section covers the Battle Of Britain period (with two pages showing Spitfires 
captured by the Germans) and many photos of aircraft and airfield scenes taken during this time. 
Notes are given regarding the marking and colour scheme changes that occurred during the bat-
tle and the many variations of these! 
 
Overall a very well put together volume, and well worth adding to ones library. If Wingmaster's 
can carry out their stated aim of further books such as this, then I am sure I will be purchasing 
more depending on the subject. Highly recommend by me!  
 
https://www.wingleader.co.uk/shop/spitfire-mk1-wpa1 
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ICM 1/32 RAF Pilots in Tropical Uniform  &  1/32 
Gloster Gladiator Mk II. 

In-Box Review:  

For this review I will concentrate mostly on the Pilots set, as the difference between the Mk I and Mk II 
Gladiator is Markings and about 15 parts on one new sprue Tree. 

 

 



 

Page 10 

 

The main differences between the Mark I and Mark II Gladiator are some changes to intakes, a 
different Gearbox for the Radial engine, a revised cowling and exhaust system  and a 3 Bladed 
Propeller. In the Cockpit the instrument panel is revised quite dramatically. And That is it. Apart 
from the New Sprue tree (labelled F) all the other parts are the same , you will have a spare 2 
bladed Watts Propeller for your spares box as that is still present. 

The new 3-Bladed propeller is a Fairey-Reed and certainly looks the part.  

There are decals for 4 Mark IIs, (Sadly an extensive search on Google failed to find any images 
of these options.) 

1: 247 Squadron, Roborough UK, August 1940.  Serial N2308/HP-B 

2: 80 Squadron, Greece, December 1940 Pilot M.T. StJ. “Pat” Pattle,   Serial N5832, no 
codes. 

3: 1 Squadron, SAAF, East Africa, 1940.  Serial N5852, No codes. 

4: 615 (County of Surrey) Squadron, St Inglevert, Northern France, April 1940.  No Serial, 
Code KW-T. 

The first 3 are in the “Shadow-shading” Camouflage (Dark Earth & Dark Green uppers, Light 
Earth and Green Mid, over sky undersides.) and the fourth is similar but uses the 50/50 Black 
and white undersides  

The decals provide all the roundels and codes (RAF and SAAF) and serials with a few stencils. 
The Fin flashes are left for you to apply the red (or Orange for the SAAF option) and blue portions 
over a painted white fin. All my positive comments for the Mark I also apply to this newer kit, and 
the Sea Gladiator is now out, including the options to make the Legendary “Faith, Hope and 
Charity” from the Siege of Malta! Darnit, I might just have to splurge out and get that one, too! 

My conclusion for this kit is the same as for the Mark I, it has been a very long wait, but it was 
sure worth it for a kit this excellent! 

Now, onto the RAF Pilots…. 

The kit consists of a single sprue tree and a sheet with painting guide on one side and simple as-
sembly guide on the other. It comes in a smaller box version of the Large ICM Box and sleeve 
with a very nice painting of the 3 figures contained, two pilots, discussing a mission with their 
“boss”, with a slightly “ghosted” Gladiator behind them. One wears shorts and an open neck shirt 
the other a pair of Drill longs and a short sleeved shirt, both wear flying helmets. The “boss” 
wears a peaked cap and tropical khakis. The painting is a fairly close match to the figures (Some 
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The sprue…. And the WASP set art. 
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The assembled figures from ICM. 

Looking through the range of figures available from ICM, I can see that I will have to invest in 
quite a number of them, notably this one: 

Conclusion: If you want decent 1/32 figures, ICM are giving you a good reason not to invest eve-
rything into Aftermarket Resin or Castings. These figures are very nice, indeed. They are posed 
very well, and naturally with a vignette in mind from the outset. 
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New Kit Highlights 
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M J Miniatures U.S.  Detail Upgrade Sets 
By Lance Whitford 

MJ Miniatures a Korean company known for producing resin figures. Recently they have 
branched out into producing 3D printed upgrade sets for 1/35 scale military models. Their first 
offering was a set of German tool clamps followed by a set of tie downs for WWII U.S armour. 
They have followed these with is a set of light guards for Sherman tanks and another set depict-
ing slings for a variety of U.S. weapons.. I recently purchased  the U.S. tie down and Sherman 
sets and these are the subject of this review. The parts are very well packaged with all parts on a 
single carrier which comes in a plastic bag which is in turn surrounded by bubble wrap and of this 
in a very sturdy cardboard box.  

The Sherman set contains enough parts to do 4 models. I opened 2 sets and interestingly  one 
was printed in light grey while the other was a translucent black. There are front and rear light 
guards as well as the siren guard 
seen on late Sherman's.  As a bo-
nus there are 2 tow rope clamps 
which look very nice.  The all the 
guards come as one piece includ-
ing the complex siren guard. The 
only assembly required is to at-
tach the 2 tubes that hold caps for 
the light sockets which get fitted 
when the headlights are removed. 
Technically I’m sure they could 
have been printed as part of the 
guards but having them separate 
makes sense because there was 
some variation in their position in 
reality. I was keen to try these out 
and had a project on the bench 
that I could use the on. 
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It is well worth visiting MJ Miniatures Facebook page 
where they have a video and a series of photos showing 
how best to remove the parts from their carrier. The light 
guards are cleverly designed so that the feet can be sepa-
rated using normal sprue cutters like the ones shown 
here. MJ recommend that any other cutting of connective 
material should be done before cutting the feet. The plas-
tic they are made of is hard enough to hold the correct 
shape while being somewhat flexible. This makes han-
dling the parts very low risk. I have bought a number of 
3D printed items over the years and these are by far the 
best I have seen. The surfaces of the parts are perfect with none of the striations that some PE 
printing leaves behind. The elasticity of the parts is great compared to some of the brittle 3D 
printed parts I’ve purchased in the past.  

The photo’s below show the guards installed on my Russian M4A2 build. I haven’t added the 
light socket cap tubes yet and I didn’t use the tow shackle clips as I had already fitted some res-
in ones to the model. The complex nature of the siren guard is evident . These parts are provid-
ed in styrene in most kits  and are always overscale. In the past I have replaced these with pho-
toetched parts but that always involved a lot of cursing and swearing as I tried to get them bent 
to shape and soldered together. MJ’s one-piece rendition looks fantastic and is a breeze to use. 
I used gel type superglue to attach them as this gives a little wiggle room. Once I was happy 
with the position the glue was set with a bit of accelerator and a little more gel was added for 
strength. 
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The guards for the rear lights were just as nice as the front set and again vey easy to fit. 
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I have not tried the tie down strap set yet but have seen these used by other modellers and was 
suitably impressed with their results. U.S. vehicles used a combination of brackets to position the 
tools and retaining straps secured with buckles. The straps passed through wire called footman 
loops that were welded to the vehicle. MJ provide one piece straps that include the footman 
loops. There are 2 styles provided as there were a variations in how the straps were meant to be 
used. The straps are attached to a single carrier sheet as shown below and are easy to remove 
and  clean up. In some cases the tool being secured may need to be cut at the point the strap 
passes over it , shovels being a classic example of this but that is not a huge ask. Because the 
material they are printed in is flexible and strong it an alternative may be to care fully cut the 
strap where it won’t be seen and slip this over the tool. I’ll give this a go when I get time. I will use 
these on my next project as I had already fitted most of the tools on my M4A2 
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In conclusion I have no reservations about recommending both of these sets. Both sets offer a 
combination of scale fidelity and ease of use. I will most definitely get some of MJ’s other sets 
and hope that the range continues to expand . 
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Check out our Website gallery for photos taken of models at our 
monthly meetings 

 
http://ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And as usual - check out the IPMS Auckland website  as we’re trying to keep the content  a bit more dy-
namic.  We won’t be regurgitaƟng content found on other websites but will provide links to sites we think 
are of interest to members.   

 
 


